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This essay argues that the poetry of Catullus and the Augustan Roman elegists characterize the 
females represented as their erotic interests and literary inspirations not only as feminist in their 
rejection of traditional, submissive female behavior but also as exerting control over them and their 
writing in conventional masculine and socially subversive ways: through, e.g., referring to these 
women by the term domina, “female enslaver.” It contends that the literary world created by the 
elegists’ own rejection of masculine military, economic and political pursuits (and their application 
of language describing these pursuits to love and love poetry) has affinities with the counter-cultural
society imagined by the Yale law school professor Charles Reich in his 1970 book The Greening of 
America.   


