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The essay poses the following question: when we read an ancient text written by a woman, is the 
feminist project to rescue this woman from the scrapheap of history and attempt to recover a 
fleshed-out, fully historicized figure?  Or should we attempt rather to examine the cultural and 
social contexts, the social relationships, and the (re) construction of this woman by later, mostly 
male, authors in hopes of finding the excluded or oppositional traces, the remnants of the female 
voice?


