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From the early Principate onwards wealthy women in the cities of the Mediterranean regions
appeared in novel public roles. As priestesses, benefactresses and patronesses and ‘mothers’ of
cities and collegia they were integrated in civic life. Though mostly of indigenous descent, their
honorific statues portray them as Roman, in a way that is clearly distinct from the portrayal of the
typical ‘barbarian’ woman. On the basis of roughly 1,400 inscriptions showing women in civic roles
in Italy and the Latin West, this paper examines the different ways in which women were integrated
in civic life in connection with (the spread of) Roman citizenship and its consequences for women.
It will be argued that, instead of “undermining the position of women” (Cherry (1998) 157),
‘Romanization’ and the spread of Roman citizenship furthered the integration of at least the wealthy
among them.



