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The political conspiracy involving Caius Silius and Messalina is censored and downgraded, in the
regime's vulgate, to banal adultery (fake news) and Messalina's memory is not only damned, as
evidenced by the erasure of her name on the stones, but precisely to give substance to this version,
the  image  of  a  female  character  totally  dedicated  to  uncontrolled  and  uncontrollable  lust  is
constructed. This image serves a double purpose: to demolish the figure of Emperor Claudius, the
laughingstock of women and freedmen, and, above all, to deny women political intelligence.


