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Focusing on two major and influential texts in the history of the formation of female epic—
Elizabeth Barrett Browning’s Aurora Leigh (1856) and H.D.’s Helen in Egypt (1961)—this chapter
suggests that each female epicist is deliberately interacting with, and defining herself in
counterpoint to, a different landmark point in the history of Homeric scholarship. In particular, it
argues that the generic flexibility of female epic derives specifically from the authors’ complex
engagement with contemporary movements in Homeric scholarship.



