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The chapter focuses on a passage from Germania (18-19) by Tacitus in which he stresses, among
other things, that for the Germans, marital union was conceived as the woman’s sharing, in life and
in death, the same destiny as her husband and at their marriage they were expected to exchange gifts
that would help women to gain familiarity with the art of war. We suggest that in identifying this
last aspect as a distinctive feature of women in the Germanic area, Tacitus had probably retrieved a
fact acquired from historiographic tradition after an episode that occurred at the time of Marius’ war
against the Cimbri and the Teutones, when these people’s women showed virile courage and pride
in fighting their enemies, even sacrificing their own lives. Analysing the variants present in the
different sources that witness the fact, we can see how the Germanic women’s image in the Imperial
Age emerged and was consolidated as an example of alternative femininity.


