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This book chapter focuses on the episode of Thetis in the Metamorphoses by comparing her to
another female figure in the poem, namely Medusa. Both victims of rape, Medusa and Thetis lose
their agency and female power. But while Medusa is annihilated by Perseus’ murder, Thetis keeps
her agency at the narrative and literary level, through the generation of Achilles. Therefore, the
chapter suggests a multilayered reading of Ovid’s Thetis as a force of poetic creation.



