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Women play an important role in Athenian society as participants in the public and private religious
rituals that concern the polis’ destiny and as persons in charge inside the oikos. The main female
characters in tragedy tend to reflect this relevance. But there is a critical difference since these
women can exercise independence and have a considerable leeway, in principle forbidden for them
outside fiction. Among all the dimensions of corporeality of the tragic Euripidean women, we focus
here on the monstrous one to give another twist to the bodily question, as if the estrangement of
their bodies were squared through a forbidden operation.



