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The objective of this article is to focus on the references to Iphigenia’s sacrifice in the extradramatic
past, which is referred to on numerous occasions in Iphigenia in Tauris. This occurs not only in the
prologue, which would perhaps be expected, but such references traverse the whole tragedy. This
treatment, on the other hand, will be analyzed in the context of a constant feature of the tragic genre
that is exacerbated in the case of Euripides: ritual perversion and conflation. For this, we will
develop four axes: the improper nature of the sacrifice in Aulis, the confusion between the
sacrificial and the nuptial registers, the references to Helen as the human cause of the sacrifice and
the part of goddess Artemis in this matter.



