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This book is the result of a UBACYT research project developed between 2008 and 2010
(“Gender, family and legality in ancient Greek literature: textual manifestations of the legal-
institutional bonds of marriage and kinship”). In a society marked by agonistic confrontation,
institutionalised  violence  and  the  essential  importance  of  a  civic  dimension  of  the  pólis,
gender relations can be effectively studied on the basis of an examination of the socio-legal
institutes in force. Far from abstract legal norms, Greek literature allows the staging of such
de facto and de jure relations involving female characters within a cultural universe of men.
In fact, ancient authors often manage to break through the barriers imposed by regulations and
certain literary genres, such as drama, unveil a fictional world in which women acquire voice
and authority. Through the (re)presentation of women and their tensions with the male world,
the texts seem to play, often in different ways, with the practice of behaviours expected as
"tolerated" in order to question them, reaffirm them or subject them to criticism. This book
seeks  to  explore  these  strategies  through  philological  work  with  the  preserved  corpus,
examining the intersection of women/kinship/law from an interdisciplinary perspective and a
plurality of approaches that take into account social and legal variables linked to the role of
gender in private and public spaces, in family and political institutions of the community.
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