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Four plays with famous female protagonists, all of which raise questions central to questions 
of gender and sexuality. The Introduction offers chapters on Athens and Greek culture, the 
polis, and women, as well as on Euripides. In my essay, I argued that because Alcestis is 
called “the best of women,” she sets up the model of self-sacrifice for a husband as the 
measure of a woman’s excellence. It thus enables us to examine this paradigm.


